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(The following is not a verbatim transcript of comments or discussion that 
occurred during the meeting, but rather a summarization intended for general 
informational purposes.  All motions and votes are the official records). 

 
SPECIAL FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 
          A special meeting of the Finance Committee was held on Monday, August 29, 2011 in the 
Cranston High School East Auditorium, 899 Park Ave., Cranston, Rhode Island. 
 
 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER: 
 
          The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by the Chair. 
 
Present:                Council Vice-President Robert J. Pelletier 
                             Councilman Steven A. Stycos, Vice-Chair 
                             Councilman Emilio L. Navarro (appeared at 7:25 P.M.) 
                             Councilman James E. Donahue 
                             Councilman Paul H. Archetto 
                             Councilman Michael W. Favicchio  
                             Council President Anthony J. Lupino   
                                                   
Also Present:        Councilman Richard D. Santamaria, Jr. 
                             Gerald Cordy, Director of Administration 
                             Mark Capuano, Deputy Director of Administration 
                             Evan Kirshenbaum, Assistant City Solicitor 
                             Robert Strom, Finance Director 
                             Steve Woerner, City Council Internal Auditor 
                             Rosalba Zanni, Assistant City Clerk/Clerk of Committees 
                             Heather Finger, Stenographer 
 
Representing the School Department:  Superintendent Peter Nero; Joseph Balducci, Chief 
Financial Officer; Ray Votto, Chief Operating Officer; School Committee Members Andrea 
Iannazzi, Michael Traficante, Steven Bloom, Stephanie Culhane and Janice Ruggieri. 
 
  
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
I.     Mayor’s presentation on the financial implications of the Charter School 
 
        Mr. Cordy appeared to speak and stated that the Mayor, upon the request of the Council, 
provided a financial impact report.  The Mayor stands by this report.  He is not present this 
evening, since he is attending to issues throughout the City related to the recent hurricane this 
weekend. 
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II.    School Committee presentation 
 
          School Committee Member Bloom gave a power point presentation addressing the 
Mayor’s fiscal impact statement. 
 
  
III.   Public Comment 
 
          School Committee Member Janice Ruggieri appeared to speak and stated that Cranston 
Patch has an article on their website stating that the Town of Lincoln, who participates in a 
Charter School in Cumberland, has not been able to cut expenses.  Ms. Ruggieri provided the 
Committee with a copy of that article. 
 
          Joann Spaziano, 20 Boxwood Ave., appeared to speak and stated that her concern is what 
the enormous push is for this Academy by the Mayor.  She questioned what is in it for the 
Mayor. 
 
          Aram Garabedian, 173 Belvedere Dr., appeared to speak and stated that our Schools are 
high-performing schools and we have a good graduation rate.  He questioned what the push is for 
a Charter School in the City.  This is not a good investment for the City. 
 
          Scott Robinson, 202 Alpine Estates Dr., appeared to speak and stated that every meeting 
he has attended, the residents have spoken out stating that they do not want this Charter School 
in the City. 
 
          Manny Miguel, 123 Poplar Ave., appeared to speak and asked if the City loses revenue 
for Cranston students who attend private schools.  This should be looked at like looking at loss of 
revenue for students who would be attending a Charter School.  Chairman Pelletier asked that 
Mr. Miguel right this question for his Councilman and the Councilman will obtain the 
information for him. 
 
          Dick Tomlins, 400 Farmington Ave., appeared to speak opposed to the Charter School 
and stated that this is political. 
 
          Stephanie Culhane, 97 Concord Ave., School Committee Member, appeared to speak and 
stated that the Mayor is using the hurricane as an excuse for not being present this evening.  The 
Mayor stated to the City Clerk on Friday that he was not going to attend this meeting because his 
report spoke for itself. 
 
          Mary Ann Schultheiss, teacher at Bain Middle School, appeared to speak and stated that 
a lot of programs have been lost at Bain and they will continue to be lose programs if something 
is not done. 
 
          Albert Benetti, 24 Concord Ave., appeared to speak and stated that he does not believe 
this issue will pass on the State level.  He does like the idea of trying to improve the public 
school system.  The Mayor may have come up with this idea to try to improve the school system 
for students who are not performing at the public schools.  Pension Reform is needed at the State 
level to bring more funding for the public schools or situations will get worse. 
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          Ken Rouleau, 66 Nelson Rd., appeared to speak and stated that this is not the right time 
for a Charter School.  The Council should send a Resolution to the Board of Regents stating that 
the Council is opposed to a Charter School. 
 
          Bryan Principe, Providence Councilman, appeared to speak and stated that there are a lot 
of people in the City of Providence who share the same concerns.  A concern he has is a loss of 
transparency into the process. 
 
  
IV.   Finance Committee/Council – Work Session regarding the Charter School 
           
          Superintendent Nero appeared to speak and presented a packet of answers to questions 
that was asked of him.   
 
          Chair indicated that no vote or decisions will be made this evening regarding a Charter 
School.  This meeting is just a work session. 
 
          Council President Lupino stated that if a Charter School goes through, what if State and 
private funds do not come through, he asked whose responsibility it would be to fund the 
Mayoral Academy.  Carol Dias from Board of Education, appeared to speak and stated that 
Achievement First would have to absorb the costs and they would have to reduce their budget.  
There are rules and expectations in place now for Charter Schools to fill any budget gaps. 
 
          Councilman Donahue asked what the difference is in the fiscal impact of the current 
Charter School and the proposed Mayoral Academy.  Superintendent Nero stated that he and a 
School Committee Member sit on the current Charter School’s Board of Directors.  There is no 
lottery in the Charter School. 
 
          Councilman Donahue asked Superintendent Nero, if the proposed Mayoral Academy 
allows for Superintendent and a School Committee Member to sit on the Board, would it still be 
an issue.  Superintendent Nero stated, yes.  A problem he has with the proposed Mayoral 
Academy is he has had very little involvement.   
 
          Councilman Donahue stated that what the Mayor is aiming for is to create the best school 
system that we can have in the City.   
 
          Councilman Santamaria asked if there are any hidden costs as to Achievement First.  
Ms. Dias stated that there are small administrative fees.  School Committee Member Ruggieri 
stated that Dennis McGee advised her that 10% of the budget goes to Achievement First.  
Councilman Santamaria stated that this sounds like a corporation.  This is not the right time for 
this. 
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          Council President Lupino stated that an issue he has with a Mayoral Academy is the 
lottery.  We would be creating a situation where we would not be addressing all the students. 
 
          Chairman Pelletier asked what the Mayor’s role would be in the Academy.  Mr. Cordy 
stated that he and other Administrators have had no exposure to this and this question cannot be 
answered. 
 
          Chairman Pelletier stated that the Board of Regents will be meeting on Thursday at 4:00 
P.M. at RIDE for final vote on this issue. 
 
 
V.     Public comment on new business 
 

    None. 
 
 
  
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:05 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
                                                              Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
                                                              Rosalba Zanni 
                                                              Assistant City Clerk/Clerk of Committees 
 
 
 


